OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TERRITORY OF GUAM

Editor,

The Washington Post

1150 15th St. NW
Washington, DC 20071-0001

Dear Editor,

Here’s a fresh idea for Stephen S. Rosenfeld regarding what to do with the colonial empire that
resulted from the Spanish American War (“Forgotten Isles of Empire”. Jan. 24, 1997). Instead of
imposing some solution on Guam or Puerto Rico that’s unworkable (annexation to another
state?), let alone unwanted, how about doing something really revolutionary and give them what
they desire? In Guam's case, that means ending the facilitation over the proposal for a new
relationship and having the Administration come to some conclusion over Guam’s proposed
Commonwealth Act.

The people of Guam voted twice in plebiscites in 1987 to pursue an improved political
relationship as a Commonwealth. Successive administrations (Bush, Clinton) did not respond to
Guam’s proposals. We hope that the Clinton Administration will complete its negotiations with
Guam so that we can move the draft Commonwealth Act to fruition in Congress this spring.

One hundred years is a long time to wait for political dignity. Mr. Rosenfeld hit the mark in his
comment that the United States must deal with this status issue now, simply because it is “the
right thing to do.”

Yours very truly,

Carl T.C. Gutierrez
Governor of Guam

Post Office Box 2950, Agana, Guam 96910 = [671]472-8931 » Fax: (671)477-GUAM



Stephen S. Rosenfeld

Forgotten Isles ef Emplre

'lntheWhteHouseandouthmenca’shrﬂm-

island territories, a head of steam is up
bélind the notion that next year's oentennial

nsb ne and perhaps the last time to Jmit up the
war ..agerirg colonial legacy. That means mnking
up right now.

The Philippines we gave back 50 years 1
Cuba 95 years ago, though there we kept a
Guantanamo, But Puerto Rico and Guam, wluch
took as coaling stations, are 2 mndmgtaunt o ﬁﬁth
century public virtue. Thése are American ' térri-
tories where the federal govermnent withholds full

political rights from the American citizens. who live:

there. They are undigested and largely unacknowl-
edged bits of empire.

In Spain the loss of all these outposts is mgamded
us “the disaster.” In the United States, they race few
:;ulses outside interested circtes. Nor can it yet be
aid that the costs of neglecting these questions \mll
me unbearably high.

3 Bg' “ndering attention to these vexing questlms-
& Pre—at and the right thing to do. A country with’

g aims to civic pride and world leadership is bound to .

“’aep seeking a way-to bestow on its citizens of
Ztlen:nt circumstances all privileges and duties of

foie house. That takes in Puerto Rico, Guam and the -
vmller territories that came to us from other than -

“sain—the Virgin Islands, American Samoa and tl;e
U-\orthem Marianas.

You will note the absence from that hst of ﬂ:e'

Ristrict of Columbia, the most conspicuous d:spky
ﬂde.r.the stmoflumtsonthepobtmlughtsof

Tmeiican citizens. The District is different, but its’

slight does highlight the difficulties of meldmg

American principle and practice in the island territo-

1ed, The rights of self-government that the territo-

m* - - -

e’
Spanish-American War is the undeniable time, the

M :

: ;.havebemspeakmg
* Withou? their carisent, moyearsago’ Ty
.- At the ‘moment, Pugrte Rico is md:mg ont

nesemoymmehnﬂtedthanﬂmeofmeatam,
andanhestrippelorllteredatwmbyaCongms
in which'they sre not ted.
Pordecades.PuutoRimandGuam have been
atrllggling to find a relationship to Washington—a
":tatlls —that finally would satisfy local as well as

-national, ingluding constitutional, tests. The effort -
insﬁnmd&.edonthed:ﬂimltydoﬁemgﬂ:esmal]-

er tetritorigs a status other than statéhood—which

.'.hnntreaﬁmuyavaihhietoﬂm-hwhichto _
._ﬁnw,full mﬁﬂslnnintheﬂmeticmfamﬂyasan

i S h

Status ‘choices for our
overseas temtones.

altemative to substantial local autonamy. The latter
is what Guam is seeking, because statehood is not
available; and what Puerto Rico présumably will seek
if atatebood turns out to be unavailable to it as well.
The fuss aver whether Congress can ar should
makePuertonoteadlm English in its public
schools is simply the most recent battleground. A
question of national identity-is at play. Americanize
and assimilate newcomers? Of course, But isit fair to

"mnpdhmtomcosrdmtaheadym asa

condition of statehood, to set aside the languageé they
sipce the island was takeaower,

through legislation submitted in Congress, for an

-actord thai would define a set of status choices for

Puerto’ Ricans ‘and commit the United States to
libnor their decision in a plebiscite in 1998. Gvam
has underway a parallel project. Three of the possi-
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ble choices are familiar from past Puerto Rican
debate. The hybrid of commonwealth, long ascen-
dant, is waning. Statehood is coming on in San Juan
but forces tough issues of language, congressional
seats and money in Washington. independence has
never hada Iollawmg. .

=:But som new s in the air—“free associa-
tion.” As es ed in the Marshalls, Micronesia
and Palau, it-accords nearly fuli self-government and
international recognition in return for full U.S.
autbonty over defense .and a U.S, obligation to
provide aid. By being voluntary and reversible, this
arrangement avoids being stigmatized by the United
Nations as cofonial. In the ranks of those pondering
the future of Puerto Rico and Guam, the possibilities
of “free dssociatit_in" are being mulled.

That's not the only fresh idea being circulated at
this moment when milleanial ardor is reinforcing a
reach for closure at the -Spanish-American War's
centennnial. Peter Rosenblatt—who negotiated the
"Compact of Free Assodation” with the Marshalls,
Micronesia and Palau—would widen the quest and
have the president invite the American and territori-
al parties to analyze a range of status options from
full independence to full integration in the United
States on terms of equality. Inoorporattng islands in
an existing state, Hawaii, might do a good bit of it.

. Or amendipg. the Constitution to somehow admit

islands to the union other than as states.

“It's not: 80 mlportant to start out with the right
formula as fo sét upa process to proditce the best
options. The basic requirement is a commitment to
the equality of our fellow Americans, The Spanish-
American War was undertaken, at least nominally, to
extend American riglits to a benighted realm. Now
that purpose of the war must be brought home.



